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Prospects for an effective non -Communist government In 
south Vietnam continue unfavorable. 


fhe Preach are hostile toward Dies because his policy 
of uncomproaia ing nationalise east necessarily result in an 
end to the French "‘presence . " The y are capable of causing 
Dies's fall at any time but appear unwilling to take a con- 
spicuous role in bis forcible renewal at the sosent . Instead 
they hare been at one time encouraging the formation of a 
Vietnamese coup group and at another attempting to get Diem 
to ’’broaden'' his govern sent by bringing into it one or sore 
persons who, unlike Dies, could be expected to remain in step 
with French plans. 

Many Vietnamese elements who are in a position to assist 
Dies have taken their cue fros the anti-Dies position of the 
French and are following an opportunistic course, thus re- 
inforcing the general impress ion that the new premier ham little 
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support, !!••« In south fietni*, notably the so- 

called soots — tbs C*o Uni (Cow Dio), tho So*. Bao (Bwa Sow), 
and tho Slab Inyen (Bin Boo-yon)-- could be expected to adopt 
a pro-government position if they became convinced that ©lew 
was |oiB| to win out in bis struggle with the French. 

Been though the sects would probably fall to fighting 
asosg themselves if a new government case in, their current 
co-operation with one another represents an organised political 
force considerably greater than the presler can count on. Most 
recently there has developed within ©lew's own inner circle 
a disposition to make a realistic settlement with the sects 
and other critics of the government even if this means ele- 
vating ©ism himmslf to a relatively powerless figurehead 
position. 

Actually ©lea's position may not be quite so shaky as 
certain anti-government informants and Inspired press dispatches 
wosld suggest. Be enjoys far greater personal prestige among 
Vietnamese generally, both in the north and the south, than 
any of his predecessors . Bao ©al has promised ©iem has "full 
support." Although such support is a mixed blessing, the fact 
remains that official sanction for any government must come 
from Bao ©al. 

Diem's reputation as an American protege, deriving from 
twe years* rssidence in the Baited States, has probably been 
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tm principal ewi for French hesitation in ef footing his 
moral. At the mm tiM, hoeerer, it explains to »om •* 
toot French hostility toward hl». Mo ability to lootor tb. 
iuprese loo that ha io tha hay to Am r tear support for iraa 
Tlatoas will dataroioa to a large entent tha proa pact a tor 
build lap Ms gor.rn«.t loto a. otfactir. autl-Cowumist tore 
lean while, the Wist Klnh is losing bo opportunity to dis- 
credit Kies and to bolster its notarial strength. It has bean 
especially concerned at the prospect ot large-ocale aovenent 
of northern VletsaMse refugees to the aon-Coauunist south 
and has sought through propaganda and rarious political ear 
tactics to disrupt the erncuation prograa. 




